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One of the world’s top ABBA tribute bands will join with the Brazos Valley Symphony
Orchestra at 5 p.m. Sunday for a concert featuring the music of the Swedish supergroup
ABBA. Tickets range from $25 for college students and youth 18 and younger to $105. They are
available at the MSC Box Office, online at boxoffice.tamu.edu or by phone at 979-845-1234.

BVSO, tribute band salute ABBA

EAGLE STAFF REPORT

In 1972, four Swedes —
Agnetha Filtskog, Bjorn
Ulvaeus, Benny Anders-
son and Anni-Frid Lyngs-
tad — joined forces to form
ABBA, one of the most
successful music groups
of all time.

Hits such as “Mamma
Mia,” “Dancing Queen,’
“Dancing Queen” and “Take
aChance on Me” took ABBA
to the top of the pop charts
around the world. So en-
dearing was ABBA’s music
that it was united in a the-
atrical hit, “Mamma Mia!”
— later made into a popu-
lar movie and a sequel. The
group disbanded in 1982,
but reunited recently to is-

sue a new album.

Sunday, one of the top
ABBA tribute bands will join
with our Brazos Valley Sym-
phony Orchestra for “ABBA
The Concert.” The concert
will be at 5 p.m. Sunday in
Rudder Auditorium on the
campus of Texas A&M Uni-
versity.

Tickets range from $25 for
college students and chil-
dren 18 and younger to $105
and are available at the MSC
Box Office on the first floor
of Rudder Tower. They also
are available online at box-
office.tamu.edu or by phone
at 845-1234. Prices will be
higher at the door.

Sunday’s event is the last
of the symphony’s 40th

anniversary regular season.
It also is music director
Marcelo Bussiki’s 25th year
as conductor.

Unrated magazine said of
the group appearing with
the symphony on Sunday,
“They are by far the best
tribute band performing
the hits of one of the best
pop bands ever”

Jennifer Clements, exec-
utive director of the Martin
Center at East Tennessee
State University, said, “The
level of joy these songs bring
just can’t be quantified. This
dazzling ensemble plays
year after year at many ven-
ues because ABBA’s music
and positive energy never
grow old”

Car show coming
to Brazos Center

The 30th Bluebonnet
Streetrodders Car Show
runs from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday at the Brazos
Center in Bryan. The show
is open to cars, trucks and
motorcycles.

Entry fees are $25. There
will be awards, prizes and a
silent auction. Event pro-
ceeds will benefit Still Creek
Ranch, Hospice Brazos Val-
ley, the Brazos Valley Food
Bank and the Dean Wile
Memorial FFA Scholarship.

First and second place
will be awarded to the fol-
lowing categories: Camaro
& Firebird 67-73, Camaro
& Firebird 74 & newer, Cor-
vette 53-82, Corvetter 84 &
newer, Mustang and Cougar
64-74, Mustang & Cougar 75
& newer, Coupe pre-49, Car

pre-49, Car49-59,Car 60-
71, Car 72-1999, Car 2000
& newer, Sports & Imports,
Outstanding British Car,
T-Bucket, Truck pre-49,
Truck 49-59, Truck 60-72,
Truck 73-1999, and Truck
2000 & newer.

For more information,
visit bluebonnetstreetrod-
ders.org.

Clinic offering

tooth extractions

A College Station dental
clinic is offering free tooth
extractions Saturday to
those with a financial need.

College Station Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery’s free
tooth extraction day will
be from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
1645 Greens Prairie Road,
No. 202.

The clinic’s staff members

and doctors from Oral Sur-
gery Management offices
in the greater Houston area
will provide up to two tooth
extractions at no cost for
patients in good health. In-
surance or areferral from an-
other doctor is not required.
Local anesthesia for the pro-
cedure will be provided.

“Our intention is to pro-
vide exemplary care to
patients who would oth-
erwise be unable to afford
an extraction procedure,”
clinic representatives said
in a statement announcing
the event.

Parents must be present
and provide consent for
anyone under 18.

Appointments are re-
quired, and limited to those
in financial need. For more
information, call 316-5000
or email info@oralsurgery-
collegestation.com.
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TROUPE presents
a real Finding’

ROBERT C. BORDEN
robert.borden@theeagle.com

This weekend, residents of the Brazos
Valley will have a chance to do what no one
else has done: see the world premiere of
“Finding, The Musical”

Local playwright Chip Hill describes his
creation as a “teen Christian musical,” al-
though he said the religious aspects are not
“in your face”

Members of Brazos Valley TROUPE have
been working on the musical for several
years, with the COVID-19 pandemic slow-
ing the process.

Performances will be in the Great Hall of
A&M United Methodist Church, 417 Uni-
versity Drive in College Station, at 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, with a matinee at
2 p.m. Saturday.

General admission tickets are $20
through TROUPE’s new vendor, Tickets
to the City. To order, go to bvtroupe.org
and follow the link. At the door, tickets
will be $25. Doors open 30 minutes prior
to each show.

M.A. Sterling, TROUPE’s managing/
artistic director, said this weekend’s per-
formances are dedicated to Robert “Coach”
Wenck, longtime director of Texas A&M’s
Aggie Players who died earlier this month.
Sterling, Class of 87, was a member of the
Aggie Players during his time at A&M.

Hill, A&M Class of '70, worked on
“Finding, The Musical” for many years,
but became serious when he retired from
the Texas A&M Engineering Experiment
Station about 2 1/2 years ago.

Hill, 73, said he had written poetry and
songs — he plays guitar but doesn’t read
music — since his teen years, but “Find-
ing” is his first musical.

“I had moments of inspiration over a
long period of time. It has been decades;
I picked it up and put it down again and
again,” he said. “I knew nothing about
the music business, nothing about the
theater business. I had to learn every
aspect, but now I am really pleased” of
the outcome.

It has been some years since he was
a teenager, but Hill wanted “real teen
language and dialog” So he interacted
with numerous teens, including those at
TROUPE, who offered suggestions.

“T told them if it doesn’t work, let’s
change it,” Hill said.

Hill composed 14 original songs for
“Finding,” ranging from country to “1960s
teenager inlove angst” to ballads to gospel.
He turned to Houston’s Jeffrey Ragsdale to
create the sheet music for his songs. Local

HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS

WASTE

“Finding” is the story of a
high school girl seeking to
live out her faith, despite
opposition from her peers.

musician David Jack Skinner turned the
music into a soundtrack that will accom-
pany the more than 40 performers this
weekend.

“Finding” is the story of a high school
girl seeking to live out her faith, despite
opposition from her peers.

“Ididn’t want it to be preachy,” Hill said,
adding, “I wanted it to be presented in real,
down-to-earth terms.”

Although Hill hadn’t been involved with
TROUPE before, he linked with the theater
company through a Google search. Since
then, Hill has worked closely with Sterling
and the members of TROUPE to hone the
musical and prepare it for presentation.

Sterling knew early on that “Finding”
was bigger than TROUPE’s home on 29th
Street in Bryan. So he turned to his church
for use of its Great Hall.

Although in the past Sterling has re-
jected using video presentations to ac-
company TROUPE productions, “Find-
ing” will incorporate videos, in large part
because of the advanced facilities at A&M
United Methodist Church.

In preparing the musical, Sterling and
Hill turned to several local organizations to
participate, including Pure Energy Dance,
Expressions Dance and Elite Wranglers,
with special appearances by Tetrachord
and the Reliance Baptist Quartet.

“Tt is a truly all-around community ef-
fort,” Sterling said.

The principle cast members include
Piper Belk, Renee Berger, Jeremiah Bernal,
Brandt Brackin, Joey Clegg, Jessica Good -
man, Katelyn Kosh, Maria Marcantonio,
Micah Mitchell, Dusty Osburn, Frank Pa-
tranella, Lexy Rendon, Lauren Williams
and Alicia York.

The ensemble includes Dawn Chandler,
Averie Clements, John Compton, Luke
Fazzino, Chesney Folkers, Logan Kelly,
Jessica Krystynik, Bethany Matter, Mi-
caela Matter and Abi Stubblefield.

Sterling directs and handles musi-
cal staging. Others in the crew are Kayla
Marshall, scenic designer and properties
mistress; Summer Marshall, costume de-
signer; Calista Moats and Stephen Mar-
shall, technical designers for lighting and
sound; and Liz Hurley, hair and makeup
consultant.
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SATURDAY

APRIL 23"

TAM - 2PM

(RAIN OR SHINE)

TAMU UNIVERSITY SERVICES BUILDING
www.twinoakshhw.com
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WE WILL

Accepting New/Used Books and
Donations for Books & a Blanket

www.booksandablanket.com

ACCEPT:

AEROSOL CANS « AUTOMOBILE FLUIDS « BATTERIES
COMPUTERS « COOKING OIL « HOUSEHOLD CLEANING AGENTS
COMPACT/FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS « MEDICATIONS
OIL & FILTERS « PAINTS/THINNERS « CHEMICALS « TVS

WE WILL NOT ACCEPT:
HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE « APPLIANCES/FREON CONTAINING UNITS
TIRES « MEDICAL SHARPS « AMMUNITION « 55-GALLON DRUMS

BUSINESS GENERATED WASTE

Enter HWY 30/Harvey R.

If traveling East from Hwy 6, take the first LEFT AFTER Veteran’s Park.
*NO ENTRY ALLOWED FROM UNIVERSITY DR. EAST/HWY 60

HHW is a FREE EVENT for the residents of Brazos Valley.
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